H6312

and I want to echo my strong support
with all of my colleagues in support of
this bill.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I continue to reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD), the lead
sponsor of one of the provisions in the
bill, H.R. 3903, the Encouraging Public
Offerings Act.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this bipartisan JOBS and In-
vestor Confidence Act, and I appreciate
Chairman HENSARLING for his leader-
ship on this capital formation package.

I want to highlight my own bill in-
cluded in this package, H.R. 3903, the
Encouraging Public Offerings Act,
which allows issuers to submit to the
SEC for confidential review, before
publicly filing, draft registration state-
ments for IPOs.

H.R. 3903 will reduce the risk to com-
panies that are contemplating going
public in order to make listing on ex-
changes more attractive, which, in the
end, will only strengthen America’s fi-
nancial markets.

Mr. Speaker, the JOBS and Investor
Confidence Act will make it easier for
startups and small businesses in my
district to attract the investments
they need to go public, to grow, and to
create more jobs. I am proud to support
it.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I have no further requests
for time, and I yield myself the re-
mainder of my time to close.

I once again thank my colleagues for
their outstanding bipartisan work on
this carefully crafted bipartisan legis-
lation. S. 488, the JOBS and Investor
Confidence Act of 2018, is an example of
Members on both sides of the aisle
working together to support our Na-
tion’s small businesses and investors.

S. 488 facilitates access to capital for
small businesses, increases protections
for consumers and investors, fights the
scourge of drug and human trafficking,
and promotes financial stability.

S. 488 is supported by institutional
investors, angel investors, venture cap-
italists, biotech companies, credit
unions, small businesses, entre-
preneurs, and exchanges. This bill will
help entrepreneurs, small businesses,
and investors to thrive in our economy.

Finally, I would like to thank Mr.
HENSARLING for his foresight in know-
ing that this was possible because both
sides of the aisle really support small
businesses. It was Mr. HENSARLING who
said: Given that we do both support
small businesses, why can’t we come
together around a package where we
have already shown our support on in-
dividual bills either in committee or on
the floor and put it all together?

He did that. He provided that leader-
ship. I joined with him.

Our staffs are to be congratulated be-
cause they worked very hard on both
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sides of the aisle to work out any con-
cerns that we may have, any dif-
ferences that we may have. They did a
magnificent job, and they are respon-
sible for helping us to understand what
certainly is and was possible.

So despite this, if I may say, there
are many onlookers who never thought
this could happen. There are many
pundits, those who come from special
interests, those who come from right
here in the House on both sides of the
aisle, who are still questioning.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). The time
of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield the gentlewoman from California
an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I had one inquiry from
one of the magazines, I believe it was,
who said: Tell me what happened in the
background, what was really going on.
How did this all come together?

I want the gentleman from Texas to
know I told him it is none of his busi-
ness. It really happened, and we are
pleased about it. We worked very hard
on that.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HENSARLING
and all of the members who worked so
hard to make this happen, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker,
may I inquire how much time I have
remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 1 minute re-
maining.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, some would say
the ranking member and I can’t agree
even on the time of day. I was told
when this debate started that thunder-
storms came over Washington, D.C., it
was that monumental of an achieve-
ment.

But in seriousness, I do want to offer
my thanks and my gratitude to the
ranking member. She and her staff
worked very constructively with us on
this bill and the preceding important
bill, the CFIUS reform, which we are
still trying to work out our differences
on with the Senate. But, long story
short, we came together.

This is going to be an important day
for small business. It is an important
day for 3 percent economic growth,
which is so important to American
families.

I, too, want to echo how important
the work of our staffs is. Particularly
on the majority side, I wish to thank
Kevin Edgar and Fritz Vaughan and
their staff for their contribution.

This is going to make a difference,
ultimately, because small businesses
one day become big businesses. This
will make a difference in economic
growth for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the JOBS and Investor Con-
fidence Act of 2018, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

July 17, 2018

O 1615

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HEN-
SARLING) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 488, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

—————

DEFENDING ECONOMIC LIVELI-
HOODS AND THREATENED ANI-
MALS ACT

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 4819) to promote in-
clusive economic growth through con-
servation and biodiversity programs
that facilitate transboundary coopera-
tion, improve natural resource man-
agement, and build local capacity to
protect and preserve threatened wild-
life species in the greater Okavango
River Basin of southern Africa, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4819

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Defending
Economic Livelihoods and Threatened Ani-
mals Act” or the “DELTA Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The greater Okavango River Basin,
which ranges from the highland plateau of
Angola to northeastern Namibia and north-
ern Botswana, and also provides critical nat-
ural resources that sustain wildlife in Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe, is the largest freshwater
watershed in southern Africa.

(2) The greater Okavango River Basin is
the main source of water and livelihoods for
over 1,000,000 people, and the effective man-
agement and protection of this critical wa-
tershed will help advance important con-
servation and economic growth objectives
for Angola, Botswana, Namibia, local com-
munities, and the broader region.

(3) The greater Okavango River Basin is
home to the largest remaining elephant pop-
ulation in the world, as well as other threat-
ened wildlife species.

(4) Poaching and trafficking of threatened
wildlife species in the greater Okavango
River Basin has increased in recent years,
and has the potential to undermine regional
stability by disrupting local governance and
management of resources, and supplanting
key economic opportunities for community
members.

(5) Governments in the region have taken
important steps to coordinate through exist-
ing conservation frameworks to combat traf-
ficking, ensure responsible resource manage-
ment, support local livelihoods, and protect
threatened wildlife species.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that it is in the

interest of the United States to engage, as
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appropriate, with the Governments of An-
gola, Botswana, Namibia, and neighboring
countries, and in partnership with donors,
regional organizations, nongovernmental or-
ganizations, local communities, and the pri-
vate sector, to advance conservation efforts
and promote economic growth and stability
in the greater Okavango River Basin and
neighboring watersheds and conservation
areas.

SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to pro-
mote inclusive economic growth through
conservation and biodiversity programs that
facilitate transboundary cooperation, im-
prove water and natural resource manage-
ment, and build local capacity to protect and
preserve threatened wildlife species in the
greater Okavango River Basin and neigh-
boring watersheds and conservation areas.
SEC. 5. STRATEGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Administrator, in coordination with the
heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
shall seek, as appropriate, to work with the
Governments of Angola, Botswana, Namibia,
and neighboring countries, and in partner-
ship with donors, regional organizations,
nongovernmental organizations, local com-
munities, and the private sector, to develop
a strategy to—

(1) create and advance a cooperative frame-
work to promote responsible natural re-
source, water, and wildlife management
practices in the greater Okavango River
Basin;

(2) protect traditional migration routes of
elephants and other threatened wildlife spe-
cies;

(3) combat wildlife poaching and traf-
ficking;

(4) address human health and development
needs of local communities; and

(5) catalyze economic growth in such coun-
tries and across the broader region.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy established
pursuant to subsection (a) shall—

(1) promote cooperative and responsible
water, natural resource, and wildlife man-
agement policies and practices within and
among the countries of Angola, Botswana,
and Namibia, with a particular focus on the
greater Okavango River Basin and the crit-
ical headwaters located in Angola;

(2) protect and restore wildlife habitats
and traditional migratory patterns of ele-
phants and other threatened species;

(3) combat wildlife poaching and traf-
ficking in Angola, Botswana, Namibia, and
those areas of Zambia and Zimbabwe that
border Angola, Botswana, or Namibia, in-
cluding within regional and national parks
and reserves, by building the capacity of the
governments of such countries, local law en-
forcement, community leaders, and park
rangers to detect, disrupt, and prosecute
poachers and traffickers;

(4) promote conservation as a foundation
for inclusive economic growth and develop-
ment within a comprehensive assistance
strategy that places Angola, Botswana, and
Namibia on a trajectory toward graduation
from the need for United States foreign as-
sistance;

(5) identify opportunities and mechanisms
to leverage regional organizations, non-
governmental organizations, and public-pri-
vate partnerships to contribute to support
the implementation of the strategy;

(6) establish monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms, including measurable goals, ob-
jectives, and benchmarks of success, that are
included in grants, contracts, and coopera-
tive agreements to ensure the effective use
of United States foreign assistance; and

(7) coordinate with and build the capacity
of regional conservation frameworks in order
to advance regional conservation objectives.
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SEC. 6. UNITED STATES SUPPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Administrator, in coordination with the
heads of other relevant Federal agencies, are
authorized to prioritize and advance ongoing
efforts to—

(1) promote inclusive economic growth and
development through responsible water and
natural resource management and wildlife
protection activities in the greater
Okavango River Basin;

(2) provide technical assistance to govern-
ments and local communities in Angola, Bot-
swana, and Namibia to create a policy-ena-
bling environment for such responsible water
and natural resource management and wild-
life protection activities; and

(3) build the capacity of local law enforce-
ment, park rangers, and community leaders
to combat wildlife poaching and trafficking.

(b) COORDINATION AND INTEGRATION WITH
REGIONAL CONSERVATION FRAMEWORKS.—The
Secretary and the Administrator, in coordi-
nation with the heads of other relevant Fed-
eral agencies, shall coordinate assistance
provided by Department of State, the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, and such other relevant Federal agen-
cies with existing regional conservation
frameworks in order to ensure regional inte-
gration of conservation, wildlife trafficking,
and water management initiatives, to pre-
vent duplication of efforts, and to advance
regional conservation objectives.

(c) COORDINATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR.—
The Secretary and the Administrator, in co-
ordination with the heads of other relevant
Federal agencies, are authorized to work
with the private sector and nongovernmental
organizations to leverage public and private
capital to promote responsible resource man-
agement, combat wildlife poaching and traf-
ficking, and support inclusive economic
growth and local livelihoods in the greater
Okavango River Basin.

(d) MONITORING AND EVALUATION.—The Sec-
retary and the Administrator shall establish
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, to
include measurable goals, objectives, and
benchmarks, to ensure the effective use of
United States foreign assistance to achieve
the objectives of this section.

SEC. 7. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary and the Administrator, in co-
ordination with the heads of other relevant
Federal agencies, shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
the implementation of this Act.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
required under subsection (a) shall include a
description of the strategy required by sec-
tion 5, including—

(1) the monitoring and evaluation plans
and indicators used to measure performance
under the strategy;

(2) any legislative impediments to meeting
the objectives of such strategy;

(3) the extent to which Angola, Botswana,
and Namibia have demonstrated a commit-
ment and willingness to cooperate to ad-
vance efforts described in section 5(b);

(4) progress made to date in meeting the
objectives of such strategy:;

(5) efforts to coordinate, deconflict, and
streamline conservation programs in order
to maximize resource effectiveness;

(6) the extent to which Angola, Botswana,
and Namibia and other government in the re-
gion are investing resources to advance con-
servation initiatives; and

(7) the extent to which other funding
sources, including through private sector in-
vestment and other investment by Angola,
Botswana, and Namibia, have been identified
to advance conservation initiatives.
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SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of State.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include any extraneous
material in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Okavango Delta
supports the economic livelihood of a
million people in that region. It is in a
desert, but the Okavango River flows
into that desert and makes a home to
the largest remaining population of
elephants in the world.

This ecosystem spans three coun-
tries. It starts in the highlands of An-
gola, and it flows through Namibia and
Botswana. Like other regions across
Africa, there is a challenge here in the
poaching and trafficking of threatened
species in the delta. That poaching of
elephant, black rhino, and hippo is in-
creasing.

I have seen firsthand the devastating
impact of poachers and organized
criminal networks across the con-
tinent. Wildlife trafficking and profits
from poaching provide a key funding
source for international criminal net-
works and for terrorists.

These deadly groups undermine re-
gional stability. They spread violence.
They disrupt local governance. They
have a devastating impact on the eco-
nomic opportunities for members of
the community.

This legislation provided by our good
friend here, Mr. FORTENBERRY, H.R.
4819, is the Defending Economic Liveli-
hoods and Threatened Animals Act of
2018. This DELTA Act is an oppor-
tunity to be proactive and protect this
part of the world before it is too late.
It strengthens coordination among the
Governments of the United States and
Angola, Botswana, and Namibia to ad-
dress these poaching threats and to
support local communities in this
greater Okavango River Basin.

‘“‘Secretary”’
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A few months ago, I led a bipartisan
delegation to the region, and I saw the
critical need for these countries to
work together to preserve and protect
this magnificent landscape. I had not
been in Angola since the beginning of
that war, and to go back to see Angola
today and have an opportunity to meet
with the chairman of the committee
responsible for conservation there—she
is, in fact, herself a park ranger—and
to see how Angola has emerged from
years of civil war and unrest and is
now looking to the international com-
munity for partnership and for support
is heartening.

With Angola’s immense natural re-
sources, we are already seeing, unfortu-
nately, foreign governments—for ex-
ample, Beijing—pushing unwise devel-
opment that threatens to siphon off
this critical water source. Obviously,
to siphon off this water source, it
would devastate the river basin. This is
why we must act now to protect the
animals and communities that call the
region home.

Animals and poachers, of course,
know no boundaries. The water doesn’t
know any boundaries. In order for con-
servation efforts to be successful, we
must take a transboundary approach.

I was proud to be the author of the
Congo Basin Forest Partnership Act
some years ago. I think it was in 2004
that it was passed. We saw how in-
creased coordination across national
borders can be successful in protecting
critical landscapes and combating
poaching threats.

This DELTA Act looks to build on
these proven successes, which have set
up national parks now in seven land-
scapes across Africa. This legislation
strengthens the coordination among
the Governments, as I said, of the
United States, Angola, Botswana, and
Namibia. It does that by leveraging
partnerships with the private sector,
with nongovernment organizations,
and with regional bodies. It prioritizes
wildlife trafficking and anti-poaching
programs in this greater Okavango
River Basin. And it promotes respon-
sible economic growth for local com-
munities through responsible natural
resource management.

Again, I thank the bill’s author, Rep-
resentative FORTENBERRY, and our fel-
low co-chairs of the House Inter-
national Conservation Caucus, Rep-
resentatives McCOLLUM and CUELLAR,
for their leadership and steadfast ef-
forts to keep conservation and anti-
poaching efforts alive here in Congress
and to help us drive these efforts.

I want to thank Ranking Member
ENGEL and, of course, from New York,
JOE CROWLEY, for their work on this
legislation. It is deeply appreciated,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 4819, the DELTA
Act, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FOR-
TENBERRY) for his initiative in putting
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forward this legislation to help protect
one of Africa’s most important eco-
systems. I am pleased to cosponsor this
measure. I also want to commend
Chairman ROYCE and Ranking Member
ENGEL for their leadership on inter-
national conservation issues, particu-
larly the fight against wildlife traf-
ficking.

The Okavango River Basin in Angola,
Botswana, and Namibia supports an
amazing array of wildlife, including
the largest remaining concentration of
elephants in Africa. It is also home to
more than a million people.

The DELTA Act requires the develop-
ment of a strategy to encourage sus-
tainable management of natural re-
sources in the river basin, including
the protection of wildlife. This strat-
egy will require input from a wide
range of stakeholders, including na-
tional governments, local commu-
nities, nongovernmental organizations,
and the private sector.

The goal is to support economic de-
velopment for the residents of the re-
gion while preserving unique eco-
systems and protecting wildlife.

The DELTA Act has the support of
key conservation organizations, includ-
ing the World Wildlife Fund and the
Wildlife Conservation Society.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
this Dbipartisan legislation, which
passed our committee by unanimous
voice vote, and I urge my colleagues to
support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. FORTENBERRY), a
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations and the author of this land-
mark legislation.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
before I begin my remarks, let me
thank Chairman ROYCE, chairman of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee,
for his extraordinary leadership, not
only on this bill, but on a whole array
of conservation and security initia-
tives. I thank the gentleman for his
chairmanship and for his long service
in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, let me thank Ranking
Member ENGEL for his support of this
legislation and Congressman SHERMAN
for his kind and generous remarks.
They are very much appreciated.

Mr. Speaker, the greater Okavango
River Basin is the largest freshwater
wetland in southern Africa. Not only is
it the main source of water and liveli-
hood for more than 1 million people, as
we have heard, it is home to the largest
remaining elephant population in the
entire world.

The pathway for habitat along the
three-country waterway is essential for
sustaining this majestic animal and
other species. As a creative approach
to conservation, to foster an ecosystem
of well-being for communities and for
the purpose of international stability
and security, as so well stated by
Chairman ROYCE, given the scourge of
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wildlife trafficking and the nexus that
it creates to terrorist network financ-
ing, we introduced this bipartisan bill,
a transnational conservation initiative
linking the natural habitat of the three
nations, Angola, Namibia, and Bot-
swana, to ensure the survival of this
pristine ecosystem that is essential for
the future of conservation, species, as
well as the communities and people
who live there.

When we consider past conflicts that
existed in parts of this region, it is
truly heartwarming to work with the
leaders of these countries to support
their vision for the flourishing of ani-
mals and people, for the sake of the en-
vironment, and for the sake of their
economies.

This is imaginative foreign policy. It
moves us from a singular, traditional
type of solution to addressing chal-
lenges in a comprehensive, multi-
national, multisectoral strategy that
mirrors the complexity of nature itself,
beyond human-defined borders. This
bill is a unique opportunity to help
save and enhance one of the most beau-
tiful and delicate ecosystems in the en-
tire world before other international
actors ruin it.

As a co-chair of the International
Conservation Caucus with Chairman
ROYCE and with my good friends Con-
gressman CUELLAR from Texas and
Congresswoman McCOLLUM from Min-
nesota, I am very grateful for their
hard work to help ensure the proper
stewardship of natural resources in our
own great country, as well as around
the world.

This bill offers the opportunity to
continue to build authentic relations
with the countries of Angola, Bot-
swana, and Namibia, as well as local
communities and the private sector, to
develop effective strategies to promote
sustainable resource management,
combat wildlife trafficking, and stimu-
late economic regeneration in this part
of the world.

Mr. Speaker, again, I greatly appre-
ciate Chairman ROYCE’s cosponsorship,
active support, and leadership in mov-
ing the DELTA Act through the com-
mittee, and I urge my colleagues to
support this innovative, imaginative,
and important initiative.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank Mr. SHERMAN for yielding and
for the leadership that he has provided
on this issue. Certainly, I want to
thank the chairman of the full com-
mittee, the gentleman from California,
Mr. ED ROYCE, who has been working
on this issue for so many years. I want
to thank him and the ranking member
of the committee, Mr. ENGEL, for all of
the work that they have done.

In particular, I want to thank my co-
chair, Mr. FORTENBERRY, for his leader-
ship. I remember talking about this
particular bill at the very beginning,
and here we are about to pass very im-
portant legislation. Certainly, I want



July 17, 2018

to join Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. ED
ROYCE, Mr. ENGEL, myself, Ms. McCoOL-
LUM, and the rest of the cosponsors on
this bipartisan bill that promotes sus-
tainable economic development, com-
bats wildlife trafficking in Africa’s
critical Okavango River Basin, which
supports more than a million people in
Angola, Botswana, Namibia, and which
is home to several threatened wildlife
species, including the largest remain-
ing elephant population in the world.
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Today, that region is at a near break-
ing point due to the not very well
thought of development activities, and
we have got to make sure that we act
together.

Specifically, this bill will protect the
vital Okavango River Basin by
strengthening coordination between
the United States, Angola, Botswana,
and Namibia, and leveraging partner-
ships with the private sector, non-
governmental organizations, and re-
gional bodies; prioritizing wildlife traf-
ficking to make sure that we stop
these poaching programs that have
really affected this particular area;
promoting sustainable economic
growth for local communities through
responsible natural resource manage-
ment; and, more importantly, helping
to stop the extinction of these majestic
animals, these elephants and other en-
dangered species.

So it is important that we all work
together as lawmakers in a bipartisan
way and also partner with nations to
build international political support
for sustainable development while pro-
tecting the world’s most sensitive eco-
systems. In today’s global community,
it is crucial that we assist our inter-
national partners and make sure that
we find a better way to protect our
world.

In conclusion, I would say that we
only have one world to live in. It is up
to us to ensure that we promote sus-
tainable development so our children
and grandchildren have a better world
to live in.

I want to thank the International
Conservation Caucus Foundation, my
colleagues, our co-chairs, and all of the
Members on both sides that have
worked so hard for this bipartisan sup-
port of this particular bill. So I thank
my Members and colleagues for bring-
ing this important matter to the U.S.
Congress’ attention, and I urge the sup-
port of this bill.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I want to reiterate the importance
of conservation in combating the
scourge of wildlife trafficking around
the world. This bill reaffirms our com-
mitment to these goals and will result
in a strategy to encourage sustainable
management of natural resources in
the Okavango River Basin located in
Angola, Botswana, and Namibia.

I thank Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr.
CUELLAR, and, of course, Chairman
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ROYCE and Ranking Member ENGEL for
their work. This bill passed our com-
mittee by unanimous, bipartisan voice
vote. I strongly support it, and I urge
my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, the greater Okavango
River Basin is home to the largest re-
maining elephant population on this
planet, but like other regions across
Africa, we know that poaching and
trafficking of threatened species is in-
creasing. We know that greater trans-
boundary cooperation is essential to
protect the basin in order to combat
poaching threats and, obviously, to en-
courage the responsible management of
water resources.

The U.S. currently supports pro-
grams in Africa to combat poaching
threats and promote economic growth,
but greater coordination and diplo-
matic engagement with these govern-
ments, these governments working to-
gether to streamline these programs
and galvanize support from partner
countries also in the region, is essen-
tial.

We do this not only to protect these
threatened species, but also because it
is in our national security interest to
do so. I urge all of my colleagues to
support this important measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4819, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ELIE WIESEL GENOCIDE AND
ATROCITIES PREVENTION ACT
OF 2018

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 3030) to help prevent
acts of genocide and other atrocity
crimes, which threaten national and
international security, by enhancing
United States Government capacities
to prevent, mitigate, and respond to
such crises, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3030

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Elie Wiesel
Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act of
2018”°.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United

States affirms the critical importance of
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strengthening the United States Govern-
ment’s efforts at atrocity prevention and re-
sponse through interagency coordination
such as the Atrocities Prevention Board (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Board’) or
successor entity. In carrying out the work of
the Board or successor entity, appropriate
officials of the United States Government
should—

(1) meet regularly to monitor develop-
ments throughout the world that heighten
the risk of atrocities;

(2) identify any gaps in United States for-
eign policy concerning regions or particular
countries related to atrocity prevention and
response;

(3) facilitate the development and imple-
mentation of policies to enhance the capac-
ity of the United States to prevent and re-
spond to atrocities worldwide;

(4) provide the President with rec-
ommendations to improve policies, pro-
grams, resources, and tools related to atroc-
ity prevention and response;

(5) conduct outreach, including consulta-
tions, not less frequently than biannually,
with representatives of nongovernmental or-
ganizations and civil society dedicated to
atrocity prevention and response;

(6) operate with regular consultation and
participation of designated interagency rep-
resentatives of relevant Federal agencies, ex-
ecutive departments, or offices; and

(7) ensure funds are made available for the
policies, programs, resources, and tools re-
lated to atrocity prevention and response,
including through mechanisms such as the
Complex Crises Fund or other related ac-
counts.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It shall be the policy of the United States
to—

(1) regard the prevention of genocide and
other atrocities as in its national security
interests;

(2) mitigate threats to United States secu-
rity by addressing the root causes of insecu-
rity and violent conflict to prevent—

(A) the mass slaughter of civilians;

(B) conditions that prompt internal dis-
placement and the flow of refugees across
borders; and

(C) other violence that wreaks havoc on re-
gional stability and livelihoods;

(3) enhance the capacity of the United
States to identify, prevent, address, and re-
spond to the drivers of atrocities and violent
conflict as part of the United States’ human-
itarian, development, and strategic inter-
ests; and

(4) pursue a Government-wide strategy to
prevent and respond to the risk of genocide
and other atrocities by—

(A) strengthening the diplomatic, risk
analysis and monitoring, strategic planning,
early warning, and response capacities of the
Government;

(B) improving the use of foreign assistance
to respond early, effectively, and urgently in
order to address the root causes and drivers
of violence, and systemic patterns of human
rights abuses and atrocities;

(C) strengthening diplomatic response and
the use of foreign assistance to support tran-
sitional justice measures, including criminal
accountability, for past atrocities;

(D) supporting and strengthening local
civil society, including human rights defend-
ers and others working to help prevent and
respond to atrocities, and protecting their
ability to receive support from and partner
with civil society at large;

(E) promoting financial transparency and
enhancing anti-corruption initiatives as part
of addressing a root cause of insecurity; and

(F) employing a variety of unilateral, bi-
lateral, and multilateral means to prevent
and respond to conflicts and atrocities by—
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